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Department of War, 

December 19 th, 1820. 

Sir: In obedience to a resolve of the Senate, of the 30th ult. refer¬ 
ring the petition of Eleanor Lawrence, to this Department for a re¬ 
port, I have the honor to state, that I have examined into the facts 
set forth in the petition and accompanying documents, and, as far as 
they can be ascertained from evidence furnished by this office, it ap¬ 
pears, that, in 1813, a volunteer corps in the service of the United 
States, took possession of a part of the petitioner’s farm; and that, in 
1814, General Swift, the chief engineer, by order of the government, 
erected thereon certain defences, which, with the farm and its build¬ 
ings, continned to be occupied by the troops of the United States until 
August, 1816, when it was evacuated. 

After the evacuation, a person was employed to take charge of the 
property of the United States left on the premises, who has continued 
to perform that duty to the present time, without, however, consider¬ 
ing it as excluding the occupancy of the buildings and farm by the 
proprietor. Upon a full consideration of all the facts, Mrs. Law¬ 
rence appears to have a well founded claim against the government 
for damages wrhich she may have sustained in consequence of the oc¬ 
cupation of her farm by the troops of the United States, or from inju¬ 
ries resulting therefrom. It appears, by the petition, she proposes 
tw7o modes of redress, either to convey the farm to the United States, 
at what it originally cost, with interest thereon, or to retain it, and 
to be remunerated for the damages which she has sustained. It may 
be proper to remark, that it would not appear to be adviseable to ac¬ 
cede to the former mode, as it appears, by the report of the hoard of 
engineers, (charged with preparing a plan for the defence of the coast) 
that the position will not be required for the defence of New York, 
and that it is not necessary for military purposes. 

This Department has no information as to the amount of damages 
which the petitioner may have sustained, hut, should the Senate be¬ 
lieve the claim well founded, I would respectfully suggest the proprie¬ 
ty of the passing of an act for the settlement of the claim on equitable 
principles, under which, measures would be taken to ascertain the ex¬ 
act amount of damages. 

I have the honor to he, 
Yours respectfully, 

J. C. CALHOUN. 

President of the Senate. 
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